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What Makes an Organization a “Ministry”? 

 Exactly what is ministry? What defines the Preg-
nancy Resource Center as a “ministry,” not just a good 
social service agency?   
 

We assisted over 3,000 women needing pregnancy
-related help last year.  This year looks very similar. 
The  Center is a busy place with pregnancy tests, 
counseling, pregnancy and preparation for parenting 
classes for different languages and age groups, ultra-
sounds, baby layettes, and even a program for expec-
tant dads.  These are all  effective ways to assist peo-
ple, but these services do not make the Center unique; 
other agencies do some of the same things.   
 

The difference is that we are focused on not only 
giving clients accurate, pertinent information (truth), 
but we are committed to showing them TRUTH.  You 
know, the Person who is Truth, Jesus Christ.  Every 
person involved in our ministry has a personal com-
mitment to Christ. All our board members, volunteers 
and staff want to make it possible for women, their 
families and their partners to experience help. Often 
truth and love take the form of words spoken to a cli-
ent. Sometimes the message is eloquently conveyed in 
action. Jesus is the center of our services.  We seek to 
lead our clients on a journey  toward Him.  That goal 
sets us apart from secular social service agencies. 

Recently we heard the next chapter in a story that 
began some time ago.  Carrie (not her real name) came 
to the Center for parenting classes. Carrie is a Chris-
tian, the daughter of a preacher, the mother of two 
young children – and pregnant with an unexpected 

baby. We were especially glad to see her. Carrie is one 
we had lost contact with at a critical time in her deci-
sion process.   

 
We first met Carrie  two years before, when life 

was different. She was separated, single parenting, and 
pregnant unexpectedly. Carrie was seriously consider-
ing abortion. 

 

She told her peer counselor, “I don’t really want to 
have one, but I feel so overwhelmed.”  We set up an  
appointment for an ultrasound, but she never kept the 
appointment.  Then she moved in with her mother and 
we lost track of her.  We closed her case, not knowing 
the outcome. 
 

What a joy to learn that Carrie had chosen life for 
her baby after all!  No question, circumstances were 
hard, but she told us that the Lord had met her with the 
help only He can give.   

 
When did she change her mind?  She told us it 

started when her counselor prayed with her.  Truth and 
love expressed in a counseling session . . . and in 
prayer. .  . in her case equaled ministry.  The Lord 
took that simple act and used it to change a woman’s 
destiny and save the life of a child. 
 

I wish you could have heard Carrie say thank you! 
 

“The life-affirming impact of pregnancy resource 
centers . . . on the women and the communities 
they serve is already considerable.  Each year the 
reach and influence of pregnancy resource cen-
ters grows as more centers open, as public opin-
ion on abortion increasingly shifts to a pro-life 
ethic, and as pregnancy resource centers operate 
across the country, serving women with compas-
sion and  
integrity and offering them positive alternatives to 
unplanned pregnancies.” 
   Denise M. Burke 
   Americans United for Life 



Thoughts from a Donor . . .  
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So How About You? 

We would love to be your host for a tour of the 

Center. 

What  happens at your Pregnancy Resource  

Center might just amaze you! 

 
Contact Merlyn Hermanson at 704.372.5981 to 

arrange a visit! 

Client Report 
January—July 2009  

 
New Clients Served  1,822 
Under age 25      62% 
 
Phone calls from potential clients 3,499 
 
Tested positive for pregnancy 1,188 (74%) 
Seriously considering abortion    290 (24%) 
Planning to give birth     898 
Plans changed — from abortion to 
 life      137 

Recent Gallup Poll  
 
In a May 2009 Gallup survey, 
51% of Americans identified 
themselves as “pro-life” and 42% 
as pro-choice.   
 
American attitudes on abortion 
have varied over the past 20 
years, but the balance of opinion 
has consistently favored the   
abortion 
rights side.   
 
 

Let’s think about it—this isn’t 

just a theoretical issue.  We’re 

talking about the lives of babies 

Thanks You 
Thanks so much to our friends who 
responded to last month’s plea for 
baby items to use in layettes and as 
incentives for class participation.  
Most of  moms we serve are trying 
hard to make ends meet but are liv-
ing with tight budgets. Being able to 
have some basic supplies for their 
babies speaks caring LOUDLY. 
The need continues if you can help. 
 
P.S. We let them know that the baby 
supplies come from individuals and 
churches that  want to say. “We 
Care.” 



 

Help Needed 
 

 We are seeking business 
or individual sponsors to 
financially underwrite the 
event so that all funds  
donated that evening will 
go directly to program  
services.   
 
Last year’s banquet was 
totally underwritten.  Will 
you help us do it again?? 
 
Contact Bobbie or Merlyn 
at 704.372.5981 for more 
information. 

Time is precious. Lives are too. 

Please consider participating in our “ministry clock.” 

Let’s make every minute count! 
 

We invite you to sponsor some time helping moms choose 
life for their babies and a changed life for themselves! 
 
�   $127 sponsors 30 minutes 
�   $254 sponsors an hour 
�   $2,032 sponsors a day 
 
 
These costs are actual based on the 45 hours per week we 
are open and serving the many needs of women in our 
community as they face the crisis of an unexpected  
pregnancy. 

Please cut this out and return it in the enclosed envelope. 
 
Name ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone ______________________ email _______________________________ 
 
You may choose a particular day to sponsor (your birthday, an anniversary, etc.)  We’ll send you 
a reminder by email near that day.  We will also be praying for you! 

My Chosen Day 
(optional) 

_______________
_______________ 
 

It’s special  
because: 
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