A Father’s Heart Changes
by Mary Fleischman, Center Director

Researchers tell us that we begin to make up our mindsabortion would erase a
about someone within the first seven seconds of meetinc very difficult situation, in

them. We teach this to trainees in our volunteer cdasse  reality it creates an
they can begin to break down the walls that can be built entirely new set of

when we stereotype our clients. | was reminded recently problems. | encouraged
that even after many years in this ministry | can atibbw him by saying that his

myself to go down this road. My office sits just a fexetf presence here at the
from the reception area, and recently | was calledftose Center was not something
a potentially volatile situation. we saw often, and it spoke

A young girl, Brittany*, had come for a pregnancy test an YOluUmes about his role in

her rather intimidating father was not happy that he nat his daughter's life.

immediately invited into the counseling room with hersiti We discussed that with the

our policy, regardless of the client's age, for the cdonse right support systems in

and the client to meet alone during those first few msute place, parenting the baby

of the appointment. It's important to provide a safe or placing the baby for

environment in which the client can share her story. With adoption would be challenging but would prove to be

young clients, we always encourage them to be honest an a much better decision than abortion. We talked about
open with parents, but we need those initial minutes to the dreams he had of Brittany finishing high school

assess the situation. and continuing her education. | explained that there

| went out to the reception area and explained to the fsaren 2r€ Several agencies in Charlotte that specificalgkir

that they would be welcome to come back to the counseling \6/1\7d mliti\cllat%younhg pregnar;t ?Om‘? t?] stsybin chor?,"
room in just a few minutes. As | walked back to my @ffic | e talked about the young a,lt er of the baby and his
| sensed God calling me to invite the involvement. | told Brittany's dad all about the

e wifa i - parenting/support group that the
father and his wife into my_qfflce 0 LIVES changed. One |_||:|; S_aved PRC hosts specifically for teenage
talk. They were more than willing, and;q you had a HUGE part in it ever "
there was an almost immediate chahge though you weren't here mothers.
in the father's demeanor. In the waiting ) The longer we talked, the more
room he had come across harsh pndour prayers and financial supportf relaxed he became. At one point,
abrasive; when he sat down in mymake it possible for them to find a| he looked downward and said very
office and began to talk, it was clear |he caring heart . . . a caring place! quietly, "I was not someone who
was fighting for control of his emotions ever believed abortion was the
and he brushed tears away throughout our time together.  right thing to do". Throughout our time together |

He shared his story of finding out a few days earliat th "€alizéd how wrong | had been in my initial impres-
Brittany, agel5, was pregnant. | consoled him and said th Sion of this concerned father.

the feelings he was experiencing were completely under- Next, | found myself going back and forth between the
standable and normal. He shared that he thought abortiol daughter in the counseling room and my the parents in
might be the best option because of her age. | was able ttmy office. The daughter sat with crossed arms and a
explain that while many parents of teens feel that an

The Pregnancy Resource Center is a confidential, i@ergered ministry that promotes sexual integrity emgowers
individuals to make life-affirming choices in today’s world




The Family Research Council recently released griareecy Center Services Report which captures the achievemegnt
and vital role of pregnancy resource centers natiomakgrving 1.9 million people annually with a varietypobgrams
to meet the physical and psycho-social needs of peogilegseregnancy related assistance. Over 2,300 prc’ssuere
veyed, each affiliated with a national network requirgngpde of practice known as “Our Commitment of Care And
Competence.” ( on our website at http://www.friendsofprc/owiudes/downloads/ommitmentofcarecompcarenet.pdf)

PRC Charlotte is proud to be part of a strong, lifesafhg movement that serves 5,500 people daily with pregnangy
related concerns. In NC alone, there are over 80 locatibesevgervices are available. While the average centeesser

approximately 300 women annually, our center serves around 3,008vad for many years has been a leader in our
state.

A few highlights from the FRC report:
“PRC'’s offer parenting classes through nearly 70% ofersmiationwide to new moms.

Provide medically referenced literature of topics @natal/fetal development, risk avoidance/primary prevermtion
sexually transmitted infection and disease, and the gdiyand psychological risks of abortion.

Provide 24-hour-a-day, accessibility to centers via Ofitioa, a national telephone hotline and website that aver-
ages 20,000 contacts per month.

Promote maternal health and child well-being and loweiiricidence of preterm birth.”

To download a copy of the entire report, visit www.ajuageserve.com.

Cont. from pg. 1 Since then, he had come to realize a truth we see hgre d
my office. The daughter sat with crossed arms and aafter day: while an unplanned pregnancy can feel devastat-
defiant face, saying she would not talk to her parentsing, with the right attitude, counsel, and support systems
since they wanted her to have an abortion. | was ablelace, it can be a springboard for better decisionshé\end

to share with Brittany that her parents needed someof our phone call he thanked me for our Center being there
time to process this shocking piece of news, but if shein his family's moment of crisis. We had come fuitlg in

was patient with them | believed they would see herjust a few days. Now he was playing the role of encourager
point of view and support her decision to carry. to me. So much for my stereotype!

After | made a few trips back and forth between my The good news is that thanks to your support we are able to
office and the counseling room (and some prayer!),point them in the right direction and serve them all with the
Brittany agreed to have her parents come into the ul-same compassion that Christ has called us to demonstrate
trasound room with her. Seeing the image and hearingMatthew 25:40). We so appreciate your prayers and finan-
the heartbeat of his grandchild moved Brittany's dadcial support which allow us to be there when young women
deeply, and confirmed his decision to support her de-like Brittany need our help. As you pray for the Pregnancy
sire to carry this baby. As they left the Center,asw Resource Center, please ask God to soften the heahs of t
evident that they were beginning to process this situafathers toward their children and to provide us with wisdom
tion together, as a family. in ministering to our clients and helping them to see beyond

| spoke with Brittany's dad just a few days later, and their difficult circumstances to a future filled withge

he was a much different man than he was when he
walked into our office the day of our first meeting.

The Pregnancy Resource Center is a confidential, i@ergered ministry that promotes sexual integrity emgowers
individuals to make life-affirming choices in today’s world




Mark Your Calendar
Bigger than ever and more fun!

New location!

#

Saturday, April 17th
Freedom Park

/

For 5 years, we offered a great way for friends
our churches to be involved in a very hands-o
way with PRC. Calle@lessings in a Bottlghe

viduals and families to be filled with a check,
bills or coins and returned to us for counting and reirgjptAfter
a while the project dwindled some . . . and, frankly fsmafled up
counting for hours instead of doing the work of the mipistfhe
solution: end the project.

back. Many of them promoted the project in their churc0@9.
It went really well. We love it when friends want tdgie

All this to say: please consider this fun hands-on migsioject
in YOUR church.

1. Appoint aBlessings in a Bottlproject coordinator.

2. Contact Teresa at teresa@prccharlotte.com or 704.372.54
and get further information.

3. We supply the baby bottles, your church counts the mone
gives us one check at the close of the project. Easy!

promotion involved offering baby bottles to indi

However — a number of churches urged us to bring the proje¢

n
.]

People Like These Have Been
Helped Because You Care!

And of course ME!

~

Clients Served in 2009

January—November

New Clients 2,734

Positive pregnancy tests

Pregnant & seriously considering abortion 432

81 Of those, chose instead to give
their baby life at least
Yy aNshabies born

11
Spiritually significant issued discussed 1,

1,80(

226
754
559
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Your life is so busy . .. But the Lord is drawing you tdnelp.

Is that your story? In each Volunteer Training Classmen tell us that sometimes it has taken
Several years for them to respond to the Lord’s promptivigybe you can relate. So . . .

1H$$ % #8%'( (

Call Mary Fleischman at 704-372-5981 for further information
and to request a volunteer application.
Fee to cover materials: $30 (scholarships available)

Our volunteer staff is a great place to grow in yawwn faith walk!
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474 guests attended, enjoyed
‘a delicious meal and met new
rf_{iends.

You've helped us raise...

Attention was fixed on hear-
ing about PRC’s ministry and

how one could get involved.

Bobbie Meyer John Ensor
PRC Exec. Director Guest Speaker

Celebrate Life 2009

Thank you for being our guest, for the many gifts and pledges wevetand
for the love you have for families and the unborn balmesir community.
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