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“She’s a mess!  Going’ to take a miracle.  Change an entrenched lifestyle at 35 years old?  Come on, it won’t  
happen!”  Oh how easy it would have been to say those things about “Sandy” when she came to the Center years 
ago. She found our center through the yellow pages.  One thing she knew – she needed help and we might give it. 
 
Sandy (not her real name to protect her identity) had A HISTORY, as people sometimes say. Her life was abso-
lutely falling apart.  She was homeless, eight weeks pregnant, and had a bad crack cocaine habit.  Her growing up 
years had been marked by alcohol abuse and marital infidelity in the home.  When she became pregnant at age 16, 
her mother forced her to have an abortion.  Jasmine now realizes that was the beginning of her downward spiral.  
She later married the father of that baby, had 2 more children. He introduced her to a lifestyle of constant drug use. 
 
When she was 22, her cousin shared the truth of Jesus Christ with Sandy and challenged her to invite Him into her 
life.  She did and wholeheartedly began following Him. For 4 years she was an enthusiastic Christian.  Yet Sandy 
continued to do drugs, the secret she kept from her new friends at church.  Eventually alcohol and drugs became her 
god.  By the time she came to the center she  had left her husband and children, had numerous sexual encounters 
and 3 more abortions.  Just about everyone had given up on her. 

 
Sandy found a caring lay counselor at the Center, one 
who listened with the intent of finding something re-
deemable to build on.  She is an experienced one, pretty 
nearly unshockable.  God picked her that day to love 
Sandy with His kind of love – the kind that mingles truth 
with compassion.  They worked on housing resources.  

They talked about seeking forgiveness from Jesus.  Sandy was ready for both. 
 
Two months later Sandy had made some real decisions to get her life straightened out.  
Outwardly she had taken some steps: entered Florence Crittendon (a local maternity 
home) and had started school at Central Piedmont Community College.  Inwardly she 
had sought God’s forgiveness and was now planning to go to South Carolina and visit 
her children and ask their forgiveness for leaving them.  We were encouraged.  We 
kept praying. 
 
It’s a long story.  Her path has not always been straight since that pregnancy.  At one 
point her drug addiction returned. She had to enter a recovery program, and now knows 
that hard-won victory cannot be taken for granted.  Only in the Lord can she stay 
strong enough to face that temptation and win.  Her son is now 6 years old.  She gradu-
ated from CPCC with honors. Sandy is married to a fine Christian man and they are 
building a life together. 
 
Under her real name Sandy has been a volunteer at the Center.  Her calling is to help 
others who have also spiraled downward.  She will be busy; there are many of them.  
Her clear, consistent testimony of God’s love and faithfulness are encouraging to all of us.  She reminds us that the 
Center was the beginning point of her journey back to the Lord and wholeness.  We were part of God’s plan, His 
bigger picture. 

What if the Center had not been here when Sandy nee ded us? 
 
1505 East 4th Street. Charlotte NC 28204       www.friendsofprc.com 

A Woman’s Life Changed and a Baby’s Has a Chance 

 
True life change is God’s work.  He often uses 
the Pregnancy Resource Center as part of the 

big picture of His grace in action. 



Your life is so busy . . .  But the Lord is drawing you to help. 
 
Is that your story?  In each Volunteer Training Class women tell us that sometimes it has taken several 
years for them to respond to the Lord’s prompting.  Maybe you can relate. So . . . 
 

����������	

�����
�
���������
����������
�������������������
�
�
����

�
�	
��
���������������	��
�� �!�"��������
"#$$�%��#&$�'(�(�

�
 Call Mary Fleischman at 704-372-5981 for further information  
 and to request a volunteer application. 
 Fee to cover materials: $30 (scholarships available)�
�
 
Our volunteer staff is a great place to grow in your own faith walk! 
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Questions and concerns abound these days as our community prepares to launch our annual United Way drive.  
Need for services have increased, while the economy has affected both the attitudes and the abilities of  many to be 
generous.  Most non-profits are struggling to adjust to doing more with fewer dollars.  We are no exception.  We 
trust in the Lord’s provision, and He is always faithful.  We know faith often grows when times are hard. 
 
We are a faith-based agency which is privately funded and receives no government funds. The Pregnancy Resource 
Center is not a United Way agency; however, it is possible to donate through the UW campaign. While we have not 
advertised it, individuals do choose to give to us through United Way, and we are grateful.  Companies are now 
making it easier for employees to designate their giving to non-profits of their choice. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
However you choose to partner with us financially, we appreciate it.  Another way you might want to consider is 
through our website, www.friendsofprc.com. 

Giving to the Pregnancy Resource Center through United Way: 
1. Write Pregnancy Resource Center of Charlotte as your designated charity. 
2. United Way takes approximately 14% for administrative costs and notifies us of your decision. 
3. We receive your donation in the next calendar year. 


